BAHNAR PHONOLOGICAL, SYSTEM 

Phonological Words 

In Bahnar phonological words are either monosyl- 
labic or bisyllabic. Bisyllabic words consist of a stress- 
ed "main syllable" preceded by an unstressed "presylla- 
ble". Monosyllabic words consist of a (usually) stressed 
"main syllable". 

Distribution of Phonemes 

The consonant-vowel pattern for the main syllable 
is as follows (parentheses indicate optional elements, 
slash is to be read as "or", and 2. indicates glottal): 
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Chart: Initial < 



Cjj (consonant cluster modifier) represents -h (for aspir- 
ated consonant clusters), -1_, and -r. Consonant cluster 
formations which have been observed before the main syl- 
lable vowel are as shown in the chart on the next page. 
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Chart: Consonant cluster, ('/h)Ci(Cx)(y/w) 

Any vowel in the following charts may occur in 
the vowel position of the main syllable. Unlike neigh- 
boring North Bahnaric languages which have register 



and. length c 



sts 



I the vowels (e. g. Rengao, Ha- 



lang, Jeh), Bahnar has only length contrast. The dic- 
tionary includes three instances of 5 and one of U 
which, for their infrequency and likely borrowed origin, 
dialect variation, or onomatopoeia, are not included in 
the short vowel chart. 
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Chart: Long vowel 
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Chart: Short vowel 
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Chart: Final consonant, 
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Cooccurrence Restrictions of -VCf 

1. Vowel length restrictions: 

There is no contrast in vowel length before -h, 
-ih [yhj, glottal, or -X Cy''J though the vowel tends to 
be short before these phonemes. 

2. Restrictions because of close proximity in phonetic 
articulation: 

a. S [f] is the only front vowel occurring before 
-i [yJ. 

b. No front vowels occur before -X^ [y"*] or - ih 

/VhZ. 

c. _i [\:J does not occur before -nh. 

d. i_, e^, e (long vowels) do not occur before -ch. 

e. 8 /"57 is the only back vowel occurring before 

-u M. 

However in personal names (indigenous words) the 
only cooccurrence restrictions in section 2 above that 
apply are those in subsections b. and e. 

3. Restrictions with U [*:]: 

U does not occur before -rig, -nh, -jr, -u /wj, or 
-f. ZV'-Z- Personal names do not have these restrictions. 



Presyllable 

The basic presyllable has the form Cpd/a. C 
(presyllable consonant) represents the following conson- 
ants: £, t_, ch, k, ">_, b, d, j_, £, m, £, h and r. Re- 
duplicative presyllables may have as Cp any of the other 
Cj consonants, though only as a reduplication of the C^ 
of the main syllable. Consonant clusters may also occur 
in the reduplicative presyllable though usually any conson- 
ant after the C^ is dropped in the presyllable (e.g. 
'md'mrdk 'tickling sensation'). In some cases however 
the full cluster is kept (as, for example, in drdng 'to 
answer', dr5ng-dr5n g, dddrOn g, drddrjng 'to answer and 
then do something else immediately'). Presyllables hav- 
ing voiced stops do not cooccur with main syllables hav- 
ing voiceless stops. 



The presyllable vowel is a except after glottal 
stop where a occurs in pronounced speech but may- 
change to a in normal speech (e.g. aseh Z''asch7. 
C''oschJ 'horse'). There is no length contrast in the 
presyllable vowels. 



ORTHOGRAPHY 



Breve-Indicator of Short Vowels and Final Glottal Stops 

Breve (") marks both short vowels and final glot- 
tal stops (bSt /bat? 'know', h^ fba.''J 'spoon'). Since 
there is no vowel length contrast before final glottal 
(though the vowel tends to be short) there is no ambi- 
guity in this usage. However if one marks the glottal 
stop of /V'J by writing a breve over the vowel instead 
of over the -i_ £y.J there is ambiguity if the breve may 
also be written over the vowel to mark a short vowel 
before [yj . Thus /"hwayj and /hway^J? would be writ- 
ten the same: huSi . This has probably been the most 
comnnon way of writing these combinations among the 
Bahnar. In this dictionary however we have written 
fayj as -a^ (following Vietnamese) and Zay''J7 as -aT 
(for example: huay-huai 'okay'). 

Other vowels occurring short before fyj are o 
A7. a /aj, e fcj and u. fjyj is written o^: CayJ 

is written ay following Vietnamese; but ftyj is written 
ei (because there is no long e before -y) and /uyj is 

As for short vowels before fwj, ffwj is written 
So , /iw7 is written iu, Z^jwj is written Bu, Za\^ is 
written au, and [ivj is written au. (See below for 
5u/au contrast. ) 



Syllable-Initial Glottal Stop 

In Cj and €_ position glottal is unmarked (e.g. et 
r^l:\J 'to drink'). (There are, however, a few parti- 



cles which have no initial consonant. These are specif- 
ically noted in the dictionary. ) 

Glottal stop as preglottalization in consonant clus- 
ters is written as an apostrophe (e.g. jba Z^barJ 
'rice') with the following exceptions: /""dJ is written as 
d (e.g. dak r'da:k7 'water'); Py7 is written as i (e.g. 
iaih f yayh7 'bird trap'); and pwj is written as o or 
u (e.g.oei pwei/ 'be at', uduih Pwa''wih7 'to look 
here and there'). 

/yJ and ZwJ 

Syllable-initial lyj is written y (e.g. y aih 'to un- 
tie'). After short vowels (see above) /yJ is written ^ 
except after e and u i\x] where it is written i^. Before 
[\] > Lyl is written y (as in kying-kidng 'to shake'). In 
all other cases /"y7 is written as J^ (e.g. £ia Z^pya:7 'cu- 
cumber', rai ^ra:y7 'increase', sai Zsay'J 'splash'). 

Syllable-initial /w7 is written w (e.g. wei C^vfJ 
'watch over'). IviJ is written in all other positions as 
u except after fa-.J and e [t] where it is written o (e. g. 
ao ra:w7 'shirt', sOngieo TstJrjyfwJ 'cold'). 



Schwa a 

In most of the earlier Bahnar literature a short 
schwa has been written as a before m, £, ^ and w; and 
3 has been written before all other consonants, except 
that in some cases the breve was omitted even though 
the vowel was short (e. g. bdn [havj '1st person plural 
inclusive pronoun', Idng r*lanj 'good', etc. which are 
written in this dictionary as b3n , 'Idng , etc. ). We 
write a only before -y and -u; in all other contexts we 
write d. 

For words that have generally been written in the 
past with - au we have used the form -8u since that is 
the way it is pronounced in the Plei Bong-Mang Yang 
dialect though we often include the -au form. 



Hyphen indicates juncture between phonological 
words that comprise a larger morphological word 
(e.g. di-dSng 'all', pdddu- pddao-mao 'noisily discuss 
ing"). 
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